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Lovesick?2 Girlfriend Problems? 


Womonspace Presents... 


Loretia Love is presently 
completing a B.A. in 
Psychology and has exten- 
sive experience assisting 
women with their concerns. 


Dear Loretta: 

| have a real problem and | don't know how to begin 
to solve it. Every time I'm even just a little bit nervous | 
Startto giggle. IfI'm really really nervous the giggling turns 
into uncontrollable laughter. | really can’t help myself. | try 
not to put myself into situations where | might feel tense, 
but some situations are unavoidable. I've always had a bit 
of a problem with this but it’s only gotten very bad since 
the woman | live with and | have started to fight over the 
past couple of months. Every time she gets upset with me, 
this is what happens and it drives her up the wall! (She 
thinks I'm laughing at her.) | hope you can help me — my 
love life is getting worse and I'm getting more and more 
worried about this problem. 

Feeling Lousy 


Dear Feeling Lousy: 
Every person has their own ways of dealing with 
Stress and these coping mechanisms ideally should 
serve them in a positive way. In your case, however, 
your reaction — giggling and laughing — is inap- 
propriate and you absolutely can’t ignore this problem 
any longer. | can’t give you all the help you deserve in 
a letter; | suspect there are other issues here than 
simply being nervous, and for this reason, | strongly 
suggest you get some counselling to help you find out 
what they are and work through them. At first if you don't 
find someone that is effective for you, keep looking. 
Sometimes it takes a few tries to find the right therapist. 
Good Luck. 
Loretta 
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Advice to the Lovelorn 


Your questions and letters 
are welcome! Loretia will 
try to answer as many let- 
ters as possible. Please 
submit your mail to Loretta 
Love, c/o Womonspace. 


Dear Loretta: 

| have a very embarrassing problem that | swear to you 
is for real. |am an avid golfer; | golf on the average of a few 
times a week. The trouble is that this year I've somehow 
developed a rather strange symptom that | don't have aclue 
how to cure. Every time | swing (it seems to happen more 
on tee-offs) my armpit makes this sort of “phittt” noise that 
kind of sounds like a fart. It's extremely humiliating be- 
cause I'm sure that the people | golf with think | am always 
breaking wind. I'm too embarrassed to ask anyone for help 
SO I'm turning to you. How could | stop doing this so that 
| can enjoy my golf game? 

Red-Faced on the Green 

Dear Red-Faced: 

| talked to several local golf pros and they said they 
definitely would have to see your swing in person before they 
could offer any suggestions. Apparently there are many 
things you could be doing wrong — so you'd have to go for 
a lesson or two. The only other thing | could suggest is that 
you wear an undershirt or something that is loose-fitting 
enough to bunch up so that your pits won't make that silly 
noise. Or maybe you and your friends could have contests 
to see who could make the loudest one. Either way, try to 
have fun and enjoy the rest of the golf season. 

Loretta 


Always wanted to write? 

Now is your chance! Womonspace News needs your 
help to write articles, poetry, letters or submit art. If you're 
interested please call Wray at 439-5168 or Lisa at 465-6456. 
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Coming Out to Your Kids 


by Lisa Ashley 

Coming out to my ten-year-old daughter was one 
of the most frightening things I've ever done. | knew 
that when | told friends, relatives, and even my parents, 
that, no matter what, | could survive without their 
acceptance. With my daughter, however, | was much 
more apprehensive. | thought: What if she hates me? 
What if she doesn’t understand? Worst of all was the 
mother’s ultimate fear: what if she never wants to see 
me again or wants to live with someone else? 

What | got, though, was her unconditional accep- 
tance and love, an increased 
bond and closeness between us, her 
and none of the negativity | had 
feared. After | told her | was gay, 
| gave her a chance to see the 
real me; that she was able to get 
to know me as a person as well 
as a parent. In fact, | regret not 
telling her sooner, because | would have liked the 
positive growth we've experienced in our relationship 
to have happened as soon as it could have. 


Although my daughter was much more tolerant and | 


liberated than I'd anticipated, | don't think it's possible 
to generalize about all kids. The quality of the relation- 
ship you have with your children, your child's per- 
sonality, how they've been raised and their life 
experiences will all influence the kind of response 
they'll have. For example, | know one woman who has 
four children who were all in their teens when she 
decided to reveal the fact of her homosexuality to them. 
Her oldest son, who was not particularly close to her, 
became even more distant. When she told her second 
son, he winked and said: “I knew it! (wink, wink) Now 
can we talk about girls?” Her fifteen-year-old daughter 
cried, while her youngest, a thirteen-year-old girl, was 
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ng) Aart youngest, a 
thirteen-year-old gi 
because she had “always wanted to 
be different’ and rushed off to 
school early to tell all her friends. 


thrilled because she had “always wanted to be dif- | 


ferent” and rushed off to school early to tell all her 
friends. Undoubtedly, a great many factors affect what 
sort of attitude your kids will take. 

Just prior to the time when | came out to my daughter, 
| was really beginning to feel sneaky and deceitful about 
my relationship with my girlfriend of three months. Every 
time we would be sitting close on the couch or hugging 
in the kitchen, and my daughter would come into the 
room, we would jump apart guiltily and somehow try to 
act as though we didn't feel “that way” about each other. 
We were all nervous wrecks by the time | finally brought 
everything out inthe open. (I had 
somehow rationalized that | 
would wait until | was in a 
“serious” relationship to tell her, 
thinking it would in some 
mysterious way be better — in 
fact | was totally avoiding the 
issue.) 

How do you go about telling them? | don’t know 
about everyone else, but my conversation with my own 
daughter went something like this: 

Me: | have something really important I've wanted 
to talk to you about for a long time. 

Daughter: What? 


rl was thrilled 


Me: Well,|...um... you... you probably could 
never picture me married to aman or anything like that, 
could you? 

Daughter: Sure | could. 

Me: Oh. 


Me, trying again: Okay. You know how some men 
love men and Some women love women, right? 
Daughter: Yeah. . . like Uncle Marc and Roman, right? 
Me: Yes! (Thank-you, thank-you, God for giving 
me a gay brother.) Well, meandKarenarelikethat. 
Daughter: What? | can’t understand you. 


continued next page 
PAGE 3 
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Coming Out to Your Kids (continued) 


Me: Karen and I. We love each other like that, like 
Marc loves Roman. We're . . . gay. I'm gay. 

Silence. 

Daughter: Oh. Mom? 

Me: Yes? 

Daughter: Could | have sixty cents for the bus 
tomorrow? 

Later on that night, we talked more about love, 
prejudice, relationships and what's wrong and what's 
right. About a year later, when | asked her what she had 
been thinking that night, she told me that she had 
already known for some time, and that's why she didn't 
say much that first night we talked. | asked her how she 
knew, and her reply was: “Come on Mom, she'd been 
Sleeping over for three months.” 

So, as I've said, you can never really anticipate a 
response. As far as my own child is concerned, | think 
that my being honest with her has ultimately given her 


Gay Positive Books for Kids 


Heather Has Two Mommies by Leslea Newman, 
Alyson Press, ages 3 - 6, $7.95 (US). As the daughter 
of a lesbian couple, three-year-old Heather sees noth- 
ing unusual in having two mommies. When she joins 
a playgroup and discovers other children have dad- 
dies, her confusion is dispelled by a teacher and by 
others who describe their different families. Also ad- 
dresses artificial insemination and giving birth. The 
illustrations are simple and warmly appealing. 

A similar book featuring a gay father is Daddy's 
Roommate by Michael Willhoite, Alyson Press, ages 
3 - 6, $14.95 (US). 


WOMONSPACE NEWSLETTER 


PAGE 4 


permission to make independent decisions about her 
own life and grow into who she is meant to be. She can 
see that it's okay to go against the crowd, stand on her 
own, follow her heart and let her intuitive feelings of 
what's wrong and what's right guide her in her life. 
Living with gay parents gives her a broader outlook, a 
perception that there are many kinds of people in the 
world, and tolerance towards their differences. 
Coming out to our children allows us to be free and 
at peace with ourselves and our families. And as we 
begin to live the truth, we make changes — for our- 
selves, for our children, and for the world. It may not 
happen in my lifetime, or even my daughter's lifetime, 
but | look forward to the day when this world acknow- 
ledges and accepts that gay people can make fine 
individuals and fine parents. It's an enormous task, 
but we have to start somewhere — I'm starting with my 
own life, my child's, and then I'll just take it from there. 


For teens, Rumours and Whispers by Marylin 
Levy, Fawcett, $3.95 (US), explores Sarah's feelings 
when her father and her boyfriend's father take op- 
posite sides in a controversy over firing a high school 
teacher with AIDS. 

All of these books can be ordered by phone, 1-800- 
343-4002, from A Different Light. Since there is a $10.00 
shipping charge on any size order, consider purchasing 
books for yourself at the same time. A Different Light carries 
10,000 lesbian and gay titles on a wide range of subjects. 
A free catalogue is available by writing to: A Different Light, 
548 Hudson Street, New York, NY, 10014-3233. 
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Artificial Insemination: A Viable Approach 


by Wray Dansereau 

shortly after our newsletter committee decided to 
present a summer issue focussing on lesbian families, 
| had to jump in and suggest we also include informa- 
tion on artificial insemination because it is an acces- 
sible and rather uncomplicated approach to 
conceiving a child. In addition, | know there are some 
of us who, on occasion, (or perhaps more frequently) 
have felt a maternal tug or two and have tossed around 
the idea of having children via an “alternate” approach. 
Well, artificial insemination is becoming an increas- 
ingly popular alternative. 

In actuality, | did not realize 


Jersey, although there are apparently many such sperm 
banks throughout the U.S. 

The process by which a woman could purchase 
sperm from Biogenetics is, first, to write away for infor- 
mation and a list of donors available at their clinic. In turn, 
they will send an agreement outlining the process of 
artificial insemination according to their clinic's 
Quidelines which you would be asked to sign if you 
decided to purchase sperm from them. Once that step is 
completed, you are free to request detailed information 
packages on specific donors that you are interested in. 

This package includes a fourteen 
page history of the donor. 


how helpful an article about ar- ap artificial Insemination /§ Through this process you can 


tificial insemination might be 
until | was faced with gathering 


available sperm bank facilities. It 
was not an easy task! First, in 
terms of Edmonton helping us out, it is a dead end. 
The University of Alberta Hospital has an Infertility 
Clinic that aids infertile couples in a variety of ways, 
One of which includes providing sperm obtained from 
anonymous donors. When | inquired, however, into 
the steps a lesbian couple could take in being insemi- 
nated, | was curtly told that they have too many 
“legitimate” couples that are already on a waiting list. 
Thus, they would simply not consider anything “like 
that”. In addition, | was told that their Calgary counter- 
part would not participate in selling sperm to lesbians 
either. Well, so much for winning the battle against 
invalidation and discrimination in Edmonton! 
Despite this first attempt, | quickly tried calling a 
reproductive sperm bank in the United States by the 
name of BIOGENETICS. | discovered that they special- 
ize in the provision of sperm for all women and are 
more than willing to send sperm to Canada. This 
particular company is located in Mountainside, New 
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more easily make a sound 


becoming all INCT easingly decision in choosing the sperm. 
information and seeking out popular alternative 


The cost for purchasing 
sperm from Biogenetics is 
$150.00 per vial (Canadian cur- 
rency) and the shipment cost of each vial is $130.00 
to $150.00 depending on your location. So, in this 
case, postage is more than sperm! The director of this 
particular company stated that the average number of 
times a woman should inject the sperm per month is 
twice — obviously to increase the chances of concep- 
tion. In addition, he strongly suggest that the injection 
be done by a willing physician which ensures the 
proper procedure is followed. If your personal 
physician would be unwilling (or you just don’t want 
to ask her) then Biogenetics will provide a list of 
physicians you could contact in Edmonton that aid 
women in the process of being artificially inseminated. 
The last option would be, of course, to “self insemi- 
nate” or have your partner help you. The director of 
Biogenetics stated that this is possible but they simply 
don't think it is a preferable option. 


continued next page 
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Artificial Insemination (continued) 


Perhaps the most important aspect of artificial 
insemination and sperm bank clinics, however, is 
safety. How safe is the sperm? This sperm bank 
apparently takes great pride in their testing process. 
| was informed that they do regular, monthly testing 
onall donors for drug abuse, hepatitis, AIDS, as well 
as all other sexually transmitted diseases. If anyone 
would be interested in obtaining further informatio - 
about this clinic you are 
welcome to _ contact 
Biogenetics, 1130 Route 22 


_..the most important aspect 


Biology, Unit 200 Elizabeth Street, Toronto, Ontario, 
M5G 2C4. Or call (416) 340-4533. 

The other option — perhaps the more accessible — 
would be to contact the newly opened sperm bank in Toronto 
Called Repromed Ltd.. Dr. Munshi, the director at this clinic, 
Stated the process is similar to that of Biogenetics but the price 
is more reasonable for postage, due to it being in Canada. A 
vial of sperm is still approximately $120.00 but the postage 
is only $75.00. They also suggest a 
physician inject the sperm and are 
willing to give you the names of 


West, Mountainside, New Of artificial insemination and doctors in Edmonton that support 


Jersey, 07092. The phone 
number is (201) 654-8836. 
After speaking with this 
clinic | was quite pleased by the open response afiu 
the easy availavility of sperm — after you know who 
to contact. | was even more pleased to be informed that 
within the past few months Canada has opened a 
facility with the same service available. In fact, there 
are two possibilities both of which are based in Toron- 
to. First, you could contact the Toronto General Hospi- 
tal, Attention: Dr. Federoff, Division of Reproduction 


sperm bank clinics Is safety. 


Repromed. At this clinic, however, 
they only suggest inseminating 
once per month, near the time of 
ovulation. Anyone is welcome to contact Repromed at 
2333 Dundas Street West, Suite 410, Toronto, Ontario, 
ME6R 3A6 or call (416) 537 6895 for more information. 

So, with all things considered, artificial insemina- 
tion is a viable approach for women who would like 
conceive and start a family. What is nice to see is the 
availability of sperm increasing in Canada. If you do 
choose to go this route, | certainly wish you all the best! 


*Hapey’Famvy PLannine < Puss nN’ Boonies / 
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Don’t Miss This Chance! 


Hey all you aspiring womyn out there: Are you 
wanting to meet LUPPIE womyn like yourself? Can you 
picture yourself as the power player in a big corporate 
Structure? Do you enjoy making speeches to a captive 
audience? If you answer “Yes” to any of these — have we 
got the opportunity of a lifetime for you!! Womonspace, 
for a limited time only is offering you the Golden Chance 
to be a member of our Winning Team, as we accept 
nominations for positions on the Womonspace Board: 


e PRESIDENTYour responsibilities include acting as the 
chairperson for Womonspace meetings, casting the 
deciding vote at the meetings in the event of adeadlock, 
delegating authority to others and acting as a 
spokesperson of Womonspace to the general public. 


VICE PRESIDENT As the vice president it is your job 
to assist the president and act as the liaison between 
the organization and other organizations. 


DIRECTOR OF ACTIVITIES The duties of the Ac- 
tivities Director are to promote the social, cultural 
and recreational activities for Womonspace mem- 
bers and to appoint and delegate the organization of 
these social functions to members, and oversee the 
activity planning (Karen H. nominated & accepted) 


DIRECTOR OF MEMBERSHIP Unique in its task, the 
position of the Membership Director is a must if you 
are a “people person”. It will be your task to deal 
with administration of membership renewals, as 
well as making the organization attractive in order 
to attract new members. 

OFFICE MANAGER The Office Manager is crucial to 
the functioning of the Womonspace office by providing 
the much needed administration of the office itself. It 
is a position requiring only a few hours per week. 


If you are interested in any of these positions or know 


of someone who is, give us a call. You'll be glad you did! — 
JULY /AUGUST,1991 


The Womonspace Tree 


For the benefit of all of us who read the newsletter, 
|, as a Womonspace member, am going to offer you, the 
reader, a one-time-only, unique, birds-eye view of the 
Womonspace organization. 

Like the rare sapphosia enigmata tree, found on the 
eastern shore of the island of lesbos, the Womonspace 
Organization was planted in the terra firma years ago as amere 
sapling, by founders whose names remain mere whispers of 
wind onelders lips. Afteratime, having become firmly rooted, 
the Womonspace organization, like the famed tree, grew. Its 
membership stemming forth; its function branching outward. 
Our tree had become strong — even in the face of ill begotten 
societal winds which blew in from time to time. 

Like innocent children, endlessly climbing and 
swinging, we, the community members, mindful of the 
existence of our tree, but unconcerned of its begin- 
nings, came to appreciate it as a Source of recreation, 
support and education. Time passed and many as- 
sumed our tree to be a permanent fixture — loyally 
available for those lucky enough to come upon It. 

Over time a strange thing began to happen to our tree. 
Like other trees, ours became a victim of the seasons. Once 
in awhile, the sap of creativity, which fed the lively leaves 
(known as volunteerus boardum) began to dry, causing 
our tree to shed its gregarious foliage. Thankfully, soon 
the winter of despair passed and life went on. The children 
played — oblivious to the silent drama that had just gone 
On around them. Once again the tree became richly en- 
dowed with foliage. Winter was forgotten. 

As it happens, time has passed, and again the 
seasons have changed. It has again become a time for the 
tired withered leaves to break free. The sap has again dried 
in the roots. Winter is again upon us. The tree stands — 
waits: Will the community members stand idly by and 
reminisce of past springs and past abundance? Or will they 
throw endless amounts of fertilizer at her base with the 
misguided hope that somehow the sap will flow. Let them 
Step forward now, lest the tree rot and die from within ,only 
to eventually topple and fall. Now is the time to nurture the 
mighty one if the winter is to melt into spring again. 
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July - August Horoscope 


For those of you who love to read your horoscope but 
hate it when it says something like ‘a member of the opposite 
sex will find you irresistable”, Womonspace offers these very 
original astrological forecasts written just for gay women. 


Although it is the woman who ultimately controls her own 
destiny, the woman is but a conduit of energy whose inner 
harmony is governed by the interactive ebb and flow of other life 
energies around her. Each of these energies is in turnacted upon 
by other forces, some of which are recognizable through the 
science of astrology. The purpose of this column is to create an 
awareness, within the reader, of the astrological forces which 
affect her destiny. 


This Month’s Starfocus: 
CANCER: June 22 - July 22 

The Cancerian is a truly remarkable woman. She is 
emotional, impressionable, imaginative, psychic, subjective, 
dramatic and potentially indulgent. She is a sensual soui, 
offering her girlfriend unconditional love, nurturing, patience 
and security. Once she has chosen her woman she will begin 
what she sees as the next logical step: setting up a love nest 
for the two of you. This can be a bit of a problem for some 
Cancerians as they are quick to commit and often discover 
too late that their choice may not be the right one. But instead 
of making a clean break, they continue to be loyal to the 
relationship even at their own expense. For a Cancerian to be 
happy in love she must ask herself what it is she wants from 
the relationship and consistently ensure she is getting it. 

As she is achild of the moon she is always undergoing 
changes in her life. This can be difficult for her as she is one 
who naturally resists change. If she is to be happy she must 
learn to roll with change and accept it as a part of her life. 

In her love nest this is a girl who does not tend to have 
many partners but basks in the discovery of her beloved. She 
can be a tigress if you let her, but needs to feel the loyalty of 
her love returned if she is to really let herself go. 

This year Cancerians will find the core of stability which 
will allow them to discover elements of their personality that 
will astound both them and others close to them. Be honest 
with your love life and your love life will be honest with you. 


LEO: July 22 - August 22 


The Leo woman is, like the lion for which her sign is 
patterned, impervious to the pitfalls in the world around her. 
She truly has nine lives and uses them to live life to the fullest. 
The Leo female is indeed a proud breed. Although more than 
capable of taking care of herself, she often prefers to be 
protected, courted and pampered. She seeks the best in life 
and is often rewarded for her efforts. 

This is a woman who is a true romantic. But watch out. 
lf you are willing to take on this purring feline you must be 
willing to wine and dine her, & provide her with the old- 
fashioned romance that she requires to weave her web of 
passion and romance. You'll not be sorry. 

For the Leo woman to be happy in love she must 
overcome her selfish need to tailor-make her relationships to 
Suit her vision of romance. She may be inclined to approach 
her love life as a test of her managerial skills. For the “typical” 
Leo woman, love may become an unchallenged, unchanging 
rhythm made to serve her needs: but if she learns to trust her 
lover enough to let herself become not a spectator, but a 
participant, then she will treat her woman with the utmost 
warmth and passion in the relationship, and you, the 
recipient, will have found a mate for life. 

Leo, this year you will continue on the high cycle you 
enjoyed throughout the latter part of 1990. Your love life will 
come “of age” and you will continue to discover how deep 
your capacity for love really is. Remember — in order to truly 
be in love you must become a participant. 

CANCER: June 22 - July 22 — Things are finally 
settling down after a tumultuous last few months. Relax and 
enjoy this stability throughout July, as August is bound to 
see many changes in your life. 

LEO: July 22 - August 22 — Your love life will definitely 
pick up in the months of July and August as things really heat 
up between you and an old acquaintance. Let it happen and it 
will be a much needed bit of romance that you need in your life. 

VIRGO: August 22 - September 22 — You have been 
overworking yourself throughout the spring and your health 
has begun to suffer. Try to give yourself some time to unwind 


during the next few months. 
continued on P. 15 
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Musical Notes 


Sue McGowan Sings 


Move over, Jennifer Berezan! At last, a womyn’s 
performer as good (and as good-looking) as Jennifer 
Berezan. McGowan performed in Edmonton on May 
15 at the Library Theatre. She was ably assisted by 
Cathy da Silva, Sheryl Ackerman, and Dorothy Hen- 
nevidt. Sue also appeared at a rally for womyn abused 
by their doctors, and she also played to a small but 
enthusiastic crowd at Mom’s Deli. 

Sue McGowan is a tall womon with a mane of red 
hair and a big, big voice. She sings primarily about 
womyn, dealing with such topics as spirituality, 
relationships, courage and abuse. Although much of 
her material is intense, the effect is healing and em- 
powering rather than depressing. | cannot imagine that 
any womon could fail to be moved and strengthened 
by Sue’s performance. 


McGowan, a former Edmontonian, moved to the 
coast a few years ago, in pursuit of greater oppor- Karen E Hewitt 
tunities. Still working at a day job, she hopes to make Tense aera Saat 
the transition to a full-time musical career soon. She 
is currently raising money to produce a record. Her 
talent certainly entitles her to join the front rank of PHONE: 466-0906 
womyn's music. 

Look for Sue again in September. She may be ROYAL LePAGE = 
coming through Edmonton on her way back from ae aT 
Michigan. YVONNE WILCHEWSKI 

Mark your calendar: Ferron will perform at this 
year's Edmonton Folk Music Festival in August. Jen- why not work with someone who 
nifer Berezan will entertain at the CRIAW conference understands your needs. 
on November 9, along with an Edmonton Feminist 
Choir (singers welcome: call Carol at 428-8159 for 478-7711 — 24 hr. service 
more information). 


Ferron, shown at Give Peace a Dance will play 
at the Edmonton Folk Music Festival 


7304 - 95 AVENUE, EDMONTON, ALBERTA T6B 1B2 


If you are thinking of buying or selling 
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Gay Rights Update 

In a long overdue step toward legal protection of 
gay rights in Alberta, Edmonton City Council voted to 
protect lesbian and gay city workers from discrimina- 
tion. The new policy forbids discrimination in hiring 
and promotion as well as banning offensive 
homophobic remarks by city employees. 

The motion was brought forward by Ald. Brian Mason 
and strongly supported by Mayor Jan Reimer, who last 
year declared the first official Gay and Lesbian Awareness 
Day in this city. Comparing City Council's move with the 
provincial government's refusal to amend the Individual 
Rights Protection Act to include sexual orientation, Ald. 
Lance White said, “Just because the province has its head 
in the sand doesn’t mean we have to.” 

The only alderperson present to oppose the motion 
was Catherine (“oops, | forgot to pay my taxes”) Chichak, 
who piously declared that homosexuality is “not the nor- 
mal kind of thing that | would say a significant percentage 
of society wishes to have acknowledged and free and 
open”. (She apparently considers itmore acceptable to fail 
to pay $8,000 in business taxes and to lie about it on her 
nomination papers than to be gay.) Chichak, who believes 
that gays should receive counselling, explained her posi- 
tion by citing the danger of child molestation and the need 
to protect straight employees from “certain conduct” by 
homosexuals. 

Although legislation alone will not change at- 
titudes, formal protection for gays is important because 
the law is a powerful educational tool. Bigots are forced 
to reexamine their prejudices when the law tells them 
they are wrong. 

An even more progressive proposal is under con- 
sideration at the University of Alberta. following up a 
recommendation by the President’s Commission for 
Equality and Respect on Campus, two campus commit- 
tees are Studying the possibility of extending spousal 
benefits to lesbian and gay employees. A recommen- 
dation could be brought to General Faculties Council 
(the University’s governing body) this fall. Three other 
universities in Canada already have such policies. 
(Source: Edmonton Journal, May 28) 
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Book Reviews 
Some Parenting Books 


Rocking the Cradle — Lesbian Mothers: A Chal- 
lenge in Family Living, by Gillian Hanscombe and Jackie 
Forster 


Rocking the cradle is a book about lesbian mothers, 
their children, friends, lovers, hopes, opinions, and fears. 
The book discussed how to get pregnant, the laws, and 
how to live in a mostly heterosexual world. The book also 
contains the opinions of many children of lesbians, and 
reminds us that we are not alone. 


We Are Everywhere — Writings by and about 
Lesbian Parents, edited by Harriet Alpert 


These are the personally written, true, individual 
Stories of lesbian parents. They talk about their lives, 
their children, their reality. This is a startlingly diverse 
Collection of writings; the book captures what women’s 
lives are really like. 


There's Something I've Been Meaning to Tell You, 
edited by Loralee Macpike 


This book explores many parents’ accounts (mostly 
women but a couple of men) of how they came out to their 
children. Social class, race, age, and degree of out-ness 
are aS varied as the individuals themselves. This is an 
excellent book and a must for any parent or gay person. 


Living in Step — A Remarriage Manual for parents 
and children, by Ruth Roosevelt and Jeannette Lofas 


Although not specifically for gay parents, this book 
Offers quite a bit of valuable practical information on how 
fo work things out with your partner's children. if you can 
tolerate the complete absence of mention that 
homosexuals exist, it is an excellent guide. The main 
message inthis book is to refocus your thinking about your 
felationship with your step children and to take their 
position as the focus of your relationship — as it is they 
who are undergoing the maximum changes without the 
“adult like” ability to adapt. A definite must to read if you 
are in a relationship with a woman with children. 
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Politics 


Letter to Roy Romanow 


Editor's note: Roy Romanow is the leader of 
the NDP in Saskatchewan — Reprinted from Per- 
ceptions, April 24, 1991 


Dear Mr. Romanow, 


We are lesbian parents who are also members of 
the New Democratic Party. We understand from the 
media that you have “great personal difficulty with 
homosexuals adopting children”. 

The correct answer is that there is nothing about 
homosexuality that precludes good parenting. Any 
homosexual who is able and willing to provide a 
loving home for a child and meets the usual criteria 
for adoptive parents should be considered the same 
as heterosexuals. That's the response that is consis- 
tent with New Democratic Party policies and with 
natural justice. 

We assume that this “great personal difficulty” 
is because you feel that homosexuals are in some 
way unsuitable or unfit to be parents. The logical 
extensions of your “difficulty” are of grave concern 
to lesbians and gay men who parent. If the NDP 
forms the government of Saskatchewan can we ex- 
pect that judges in custody cases will be directed 
not to award custody or visiting rights to 
homosexual parents? Can we expect that 
homosexuals will have to be fired from any occupa- 
tions that bring them into contact with children? Can 
we expect to have our children taken away? Will 
sperm donation to a lesbian become a criminal 
offence? These would all be reasonable scenarios if 
homosexuals were the unfit parents you seem to 
believe us to be. 
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You seem to be very uncomfortable with 
homosexuality. That's not really surprising since 
you, like all of us, are a product of a homophobic 
society. But in your position you have a respon- 
sibility to go beyond the common prejudices of 
our society. We would be delighted to arrange an 
afternoon with you going around our neighbour- 
hood to meet lesbians and gay men and their 
children. Or you could join us for a potluck sup- 
per and listen to our kids tell you about the 
homophobic abuse they have had from adults and 
children alike. Hear from us what lesbian and gay 
parents are like. Get some real facts, make some 
observations with your own eyes and ears before 
coming to conclusions about us. 

lf you really do not believe homosexuals to be 
unfit as parents (and we see no distinction between 
fitness to parent adopted or natural-born children), 
you must have made your statement for the sake of 
political expediency. You can well imagine how we 
feel as members of an unjustly maligned minority to 
be betrayed in order for you to avoid a controversial 
issue. This especially from the leader of political 
party that has a policy in support of gay and lesbian 
rights and whose caucus members keep insisting 
that we'll get our rights when they get elected. This 
is a devastating breach of trust. 


Sincerely and with pride, 


Evanna Simpson 
Kathy Hamre 
Elizabeth Geller 
Jean Hillabold 
Denise Needham 
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Living in Step 


It all began rather innocuously at first. No cigars 
were passed around the office; no announcements 
were made; there were no congratulatory slaps on the 
back. One morning | simply woke up, rolled over, and 
looking at my new love, memory clicked in. My new 
reality: | was a parent!!! Terror seized me, pressing 
heavily down upon my shoulders with the weight of 
my new responsibilities. What would lie ahead!?! My 
bachelorhood was over. | immediately went out and 
bought me and “my kid” matching outfits so it was 
apparent to all. 

| wandered around pridefully puffed up like a 
rooster for about a month until the novelty wore off, or 
her puberty set in (I'm not sure which happened first) 
but the next thing | knew was that my idealistic balloon 
had quickly deflated as | discovered | should have 
listened to good ol’ Bart Simpson but didn't and in- 
evitably ended up “having a cow, man” when | dis- 
covered the kid had ATTITUDE. Not a bad attitude, 
mind you, but most definitely her own personality. 
This was one real individual and would have to be 
treated as such. Reality struck home. | now faced the 
challenge of having to get to know “the kid” as her own 
person. 

It was at this point that my lover gave me a book 
that basically saved a life. 

Living in Step: A Remarriage Manual for Parents 
and Children by Ruth Roosevelt and Jeannette Lofas. 
This book gave me the focus | needed to turn the 
relationship between the Kiddo and | into a strong 
bond of love and respect. The main message in the 
book is to stop “trying” to parent and let the kids 
choose the where, when, and how of the parent/child 
relationship. In a word, let them develop their own 
relationship with you in their own time. They'll come 
around (believe me, it’s true). 

| would be misleading if | painted an entirely rosy 

‘Picture. Things are difficult when you choose to enter 
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into a relationship with a woman who has a child, as it 
is often difficult for the child to see that mom is any- 
thing but a “mom” and not a person with the needs of — 
an adult woman. At times | felt like | was the worst 
perpetrator of this issue: an agitator campaigning for 
the rights of my lover to have a life outside the mother- 
hood identity, while trying to devote my own time to 
being a parent. We have not simply survived the tran- 
Sition, the three of us, but we have triumphed: | am 
learning to accept the Kiddo as a soon to be, inde- 
pendent, adult, and she is coming to terms with the fact 
that her mother has her own set of needs which have 
to be fulfilled. 

All-'n-all it has been a positive experience for those 
involved. Just one thing bothers me though. | never did 
get a card on June 16 — oh well, | guess I'll just have 
to wait ‘till “others’ day”. 


tesbian t 
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Beware of Straights Bearing Tape Recorders 


by Barb L. 

Whose Child Cries: Children of Gay Parents Talk 
About Their Lives — by Joe Gantz, Jalmar Press, 
Rolling Hills, California, 1983 

A disturbingly negative, and arguably homophobic 
book. The author profiles five gay families, “weav[ing] 
conversations with the different family members into a 
tapestry of comments and impressions in order to il- 
lustrate what it was like for these children growing up.” 
(Pg. xxi) Gantz (who coyly lets us know his orientation) 
claims that he wrote the book to promote understanding, 
but it seems better calculated to convince straight 
readers that all gay families are pathological. 

What else can we make of the unremittingly nega- 
tive view of family life Gantz presents. One family argues 
constantly; another cries all the time. The children in- 
terviewed variously run away, flunk out of school, and 
attempt suicide. He acknowledges that the problems 
these kids face are hardly unique to gay families, but the 
admission is hidden in the book’s introduction. 

Despite the book’s reportorial style, Gantz’ objectivity 
is suspect. A Creative writing teacher, he cannot resist 
embroidering sterile interview transcripts with the pathos 
of real life. “Lois is looking down at Peter. Her voice is hard 
and chiding.” (Pg. 90) “Margie looks confused, upset. Lois 
seems close to tears. There's a long silence. Peter can be 
heard crying downstairs in his room.” (Pg. 90) 

One can only wonder what questions Gantz was 
asking to elicit such an outpouring of pain, and whether 
the families chosen for the book were representative of 
the 23 he interviewed. 

Irritating editorializing intrudes on every page: “Jamie 
is impatient for Todd to pick her up. She's nervous today. 
She wants some company, and she wants a rest from talking 
about all this fora while. These are stories she's tried to push 
out of her mind, and remembering them just gets her upset.” 
(Pg. 126) (An odd passage to find in a book which trumpets 
its intention of letting “children speak for themselves”) 

Gantz harps on the isolation the children experience 
because of their parents’ unconventional lifestyle. They are 
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portrayed as virtually friendless, victimized by their 
parents’ insistence on “being honest”. Surprisingly 
(unrealistically?), none of the families seem to have 
contact with other gay families, or even with the gay 
community. The one exception is a man who founded 
a gay fathers’ group. Gantz pictures him as too busy 
attending meetings to spend time with his son. 

Some of the vignettes (threesome sex, families with 
two gay parents) seem chosen more for the titillation value 
(to straight readers) than for their importance. 

The book has the flavour of a docu-drama, and 
raises the same ethical issues of accuracy and exploita- 
tion. Have conversations been edited or events rear- 
ranged to heighten the drama? What has been added, 
and what has been left out? How do the subjects feel 
about having revealed their family’s dirty laundry for 
public perusal? (Gantz frequently mentions the 
children’s nervousness and reluctance to talk. Perhaps 
it was not so much the embarrassing nature of the 
subject of homosexuality, as the embarrassment and 
even harassment of having a stranger prod them into 
broadcasting private feelings and family secrets.) 

One of the subjects writes to Gantz, requesting that 
he delete the chapter about her family. (Gantz does not do 
So.) Her comments sum up my reaction to the book: “You 
have taken real people and turned them into characters of 
your own making . . . you decide to present us in acertain 
light . . . and changed facts to be consistent with your 
choice of how we should appear to be . .. we would be 
lacking in integrity if we let this be published as repre- 
sentative of one gay family — its not us — it's not 
anyone. It’s like characters out of a Chekhov play going 
through their grim rounds of interrelating and acting out 
their dreary lives.” (Pg. 189) 

| would not recommend this book for womyn who 
are considering parenthood. It might have limited value 
for lesbian parents who are dealing with family conflict. 

Available at Southgate Library. Call # 306.766 GAN. 
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Womonspace General 
Meeting — 11:06:91 


Motions 


motionto accept the resignations of Activities Director, 
Membership Director, Office Manager and Newsletter 
Editor (Wray D., Janie) — motion carried 

motion to appoint Lisa A. As new Newsletter Editor 
(Barb L., Janie) — motion carried 

motion to accept a list of expenscs in lieu of receipts 
due to stolen wallet (Barb L., Deb N.) motion carried 
motion to combine July/August newsletter editions 
to save money and energy (Wray D., Barb L.) — 
motion carried 

motion to accept Agathe E. as treasurer and Candy 
D. as Dance Coordinator only (Candy D., Janie) — 
motion carried 

motion that Agathe be an auditor for the 1990/91 
financial report. (Candy D., Wray D.)—motion carried 
motion to accept Glory as dance coordinator trainee 
(Candy D., Wray D.) — motion carried 

motion to have Colleen L. play the September ’91 
dance (Wray D., Janie) — motion carried 

motion to adjourn (Barb L., Jaime) — motion carried 


Special September Dance 


The September dance will feature live dance music 
by Colleen Lazoruk and Carolyn Wardlaw. They will 
be performing July at Mom’s Deli and will be at the 
Roost sometime in July. Check them out! 
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Classified Advertising 


As aservice to our readers, the Womonspace News 
will print short ads from individuals at no charge. 
Business card ads are available for $20.00 per issue. 
Mail ads to: Womonspace News, Basement, 9930-106 
Street T5K 1C7. Deadline is the 15th of the month. 


VAN WANTED 


Two dykes want to rent a camperized van (in good 
shape) for a trip to Oregon - August 9 - 26. Call Pat or 
Nola: 434-6621 


Time to Renew 
Memberships 


Please mail your renewal for ’91-'92 in to 
Womonspace: Basement, 9930, 106 Street T5K 107. New 
members can mail in their name, address, etc. along with 
the membership fee. Memberships are $15.00 per year. 


Lesbian Parenting 

Lesbian parents and lesbians who are interested in 
becoming parents are invited to attend a discussion at 
7:30 on August 8 at the Womyn's Program Resource 
Centre (11019 - 90 Avenue). Topics for discussion 
include: ways of becoming pregnant, holding a forum 
in September, and input for a possible course at the 
Resource Centre. Everyone is welcome. 


Congratulations, Jacquie B.! 


Womonspace member Jacquie B. participated in 
the provincial games for the blind in June. She placed 
first in discus, shotput, and javelin. In recognition of 
this achievement, she was named overall female ath- 
lete in field events. 
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Horoscope (continued from P. 8) 


LIBRA: September 22 - October 22 — You have been 
searching for a new direction in your life over the past few 
weeks. Don't despair, changes are just around the corner and 
you will find yourself riding high on the wave of success. 

SCORPIO: October 22 - November 22 — It's time you 
took stock of your life to see if it is heading in the direction 
you desire. Settling down should be a priority this summer 
as you are beginning to burn the candle at both ends and will 
eventually get burned in the middle. 

SAGITTARIUS: November 22 - December 22— Your career 
is making demands of you this month and you will be hard pressed 
to satisfy the demands of those higher up. Don't worry though, keep 
working as a promotion is in sight within the next month. 

CAPRICORN: December 22 - January 22 — You are 
having a great year so far but will be forced to face some 
personal issues over the month of July. These will give you 
an insight into yourself that will assist you in your day to day 
living throughout August and into September. 

AQUARIUS: January 22 - February 22 — The storm of 
change which has pounded you is almost over. You have 
weathered it and may now prepare for surinier skies ahead. 
Take time to reorganize your life as it gives you the necessary 
focus to succeed. 


PISCES: February 22 - March 22 — Your starchart 


indicates that you are to begin preparations for a major 
change to happen in your life which will affect the rest of the 
year. You may have to call upon friends to assist you. Do not 
hesitate to do so as they are there willing to help. 

ARIES: March 22 - April 22 — Your love life will finally 
be getting back on track this month. Prepare a little surprise 
for your loved one as it is you who have been neglecting them! 
Re-establish this relationship in August. 

TAURUS: April 22 - May 22 — You are finally coming 
to recognize some very important issues in your life and are 
taking them as a lesson for your future. Your love life is 
coming into a high cycle this month as your loved one will 
repledge her commitment to you. 

GEMINI: May 22 - June 22 — Your split personality has 
been battling within you lately. Do yourself a favour during the 
months of Julyand August and let the carefree side take over for 


awhile as you are becoming a little bit too serious lately and the 


womyn in your life are beginning to suffer. 


JULY/AUGUST, 1991 


The Last Word is Yours 
(Letters to the Editor) 


Dear Womonspace: 

| am agay womon residing here in Edmonton, where, as 
we all know, our community has no rights or protection. | 
personally am outraged over this. Like so many of us, when | 
finally came out and refused to live my life a lie, the government 
of this province (country as well) decided | was not the same 
person who deserved rights. | have begun writing fo various 
elected representatives (as we all should do) voicing my con- 
cems over the present legislation in this province. | would like 
to write toeachand every one of these people who are supposed 
to represent us as well as the rest of society here in Alberta. My 
problem is that | do not know who they all are. | know 
Womonspace is mainly a social organization, but perhaps you 
Can provide a list of names and addresses so that those of us 
who are sick of being treated unjustly can begin raising our 
voices. Maybe someone eventually will hear. 

| would also like to add, for your readers’ information 
(in the event this letter is printed), that it is our respon- 
sibility to make our views known to these elected repre- 
sentatives, for it is these people who make up the 
government of Albertawho are responsible for making and 
changing such matters as | am speaking of. If the repre- 
sentatives do not hear us, the law will never be changed. 
In ademocratic society, laws are changed when a majority 
of those elected to make them are persuaded that improve- 
ments are needed. It is high time we began persuading. 

Gail D. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: We suggest contacting GALA, 
an organization which lobbies the government for gay 
and lesbian rights. Contact Liz at 489-7998. 
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All Womonspace activities are open to members and non- 
members. Activities are free unless otherwise noted. Everyone 


of 9930 - 106 Street. 


General Meeting 

July 9, 7:30 p.m., Womyn's Building (Basement, 9930 - 106 
Street). The following meeting will be held on August 13. 
Lesbian Drop-in 


July 11, 7:00-9:00 p.m., Womyn's Building (Basement, 9930 
- 106 Street). The following drop-in will be held on August 8.. 


ALL WEEK PARTY — DOORS AT 4 PM 
No Cover Charge to 8 PM — FREE Pool Tables 


10345 - 104 ST. EDMONTON ALBERTA 


(403) 426-3150 


Womonspace Activities 


is welcome. The Womyn's Building is located in the basement 


Newsletter Meeting 


August 18, 3:00 p.m., Womyn's Building (Basement, 
9930 - 106 Street). 


Womonspace Dance 


July 20, 8:00 p.m. - 1:00 a.m., Bonnie Doon Hall 
(9420 - 93 Street) Admission: Members - $5.00, Non- 
members - $8.00. 


Door prizes: gourmet basket from Aunt Willma, and a 
bottle of liquor from the Roost. The following dance will 
be held on August 17. 


Aunt Willma’s 


More than Art Food: You Party — We Cater 


Custom Floral Designs 
Caterer for Womonspace Dances 


We Create Events 


W.J. Thompson — 474-7328 
#204,5316 - 118 Ave. Edmonton AB TSC 1C4 


Credits 
Kerri, Barb L., Sue J., Wray D., 
Lisa A., Karen H., Kim R. 
Please Note: Articles published in Womonspace 
News do not necessarily reflect the policies and 
Opinions of Womonspace. 
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